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great expectations

Welcome to 320 pages (and four covers
to boot) of pure celebration of this industry. We
look forward to this issue every year because it
allows us to explore so many different elements
of hospitality—innovative people, need-to-know
trends, developing places, and standout projects.
There has been no shortage of inspirational
content. We narrowed it down to 11 eye-catching
hotels, plus four more that showcase how lifestyle
and luxury continue to merge; 15 restaurants that
define experiential dining; and five rising design
. firms you should get to know. We also check in
l with a few brands that are updating the extended
i stay model (it’s so much more than kitchens in the
room), and catch up with Charlie MacGregor, an entrepreneur who is challenging the
idea of student housing, proving that a lot of what guests want is only a mindset. One
movement that is apparent throughout: hybrid concepts that continue to experiment
with blending disciplines—hospitality with residential, retail, and office. In fact, we
highlight eight spaces that are meeting consumer’s evolving-needs, including one
with evening daycare and a restaurant for parent date nights—genius.

One of the hyhrid concepts I am most excited to feature is the Guild from
Roman and Williams founders Stephen Alesch and Robin Standefer (page 185), the
masterminds behind many game-changing restaurants and lifestyle hotels like Ace
and the Standard, to name a couple. Together, we walked the retail-meets-restaurant
space that serves as an outpost for their custom pieces, and with its amazing home
away from home feel, it is a great example of where hospitality is headed.

Hopefully you are reading the issue before you head to HD Expo May 15-17th in
Las Vegas. In our show preview on page 151, we catch up with a few of the more than
100 speakers taking the stage this year to learn about their latest creations and how
they are rethinking the norm; some of the thousands of products that will make their
debut on the show floor; and since Sin City continues to reinvent itself with attention-
grabbing design, the latest places to check out when you are in town. One of those
hotels is the NoMad, and we are lucky enough to have Sydell Group CEO Andrew
Zobler as our keynote. It’s a rare appearance you won’t want to miss.

Stacy Shoemaker Rauen
Editor in Chief/Vice President of the Hospitality Design Group

Follow me on Instagram: @StacyRauen
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